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WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY NOTES 

Grace and Peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of 

Jesus our Lord;... 2 Peter 1:2 

What is Wrong with the Prosperity Gospel 

Pastor Anthony Trezza 

 

➢ First thing I want to say, is that this is not a message against giving. 

➢ Giving is a good thing 

➢ Generosity is a good thing  

➢ I believe, and I have practiced both giving and generosity for close to 5 decades now 

➢ I see the blessings that come from giving with a right heart 

2 Cor 9:7 God Loves a cheerful giver: He loves those who give from a willing heart, those who get joy out of giving! 

➢ A cheerful giver- not a compulsive giver 

➢ A cheerful giver – not one who treats giving like a Wall Street investment 

➢ A cheerful giver – not one who gives because it is mandatory … 

Or because their Pastor refuses to let them go home until he gets the amount he wants to get in the offering and so 

they give so that they can shut him up and get out of there… 

This is not a message coming against the practice of Giving, for it is truly  better to give than to receive 

This is a message that is coming against a practice that has grown out of control and that has done more harm than 

good 

This is something that needs to be said and The Lord has been dealing with me to say it… 

 

Luke 12:42 And the Lord said, "Who then is the faithful and sensible steward, whom his master will put in charge of his 

servants, to give them their rations at the proper time? 43 "Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he 

comes. 

➢ Rations: Is the word of God, both hearing and speaking that which the Spirit is Speaking 

➢ And speaking it in the season He is speaking it 

Luke 12:45 "But if that slave says in his heart, 'My master will be a long time in coming,' and begins to beat the slaves, 

[both] men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk; 46 the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not 

expect [him] and at an hour he does not know,…, and assign him a place with the unbelievers. 

➢ The beating of the slaves is not done with fist and club 

➢ It is done with the abuse verbal attacks hurled at the children of God through the prosperity gospel 
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Luke 12:45 "But if that slave says in his heart, 'My master will be a long time in coming,' and begins …to eat and drink and 

get drunk; 

➢ Prosperity is intoxicating 

➢ And the eating represents the focus on the appetites of the flesh over the hunger for the Spirit 

 

How Does This Happen, How Did This Happen: 

Psalm 100:3 Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; [We are] His people and 

the sheep of His pasture. 

➢ Out of all the animals God could have chosen to both model His church after, and to represent His Church, He 

chose sheep… 

➢ From the very first-time sheep are mentioned in the Bible they are connected to a shepherd, Abel. 

Luke 2:8 In the same region there were [some] shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 

➢ There is one major flaw in sheep that no other grazing animal has 

➢ And this flaw is one of the chief reasons sheep need a good shepherd 

Sheep Are the Only Grazing Animals that will eat the vegetation of a Pasture all the way down to the root.  

Both destroying the pasture and starving to death as the result 

➢ This is why back in the days when America was young and expanding out to the west, the cattlemen hated 

shepherd’s and would often kill them and their sheep. 

Pastors Stopped Being Good Shepherds and Through the Intoxication of Wealth Forced Their Sheep To Stay In The 

Grazing Field of Prosperity Until They All Starved to Death: 

➢ Paul’s warning to Timothy, and to all Pastors, was to rightly divide the word of truth 

➢ That is to preach and teach the Full Gospel 

➢ But instead, these pastors remained in the field of prosperity to the ruin of both them and their 

congregations. 

 

But It Gets Even Worse:  

Matthew 13:31 He presented another parable to them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man 

took and sowed in his field; 32 and this is smaller than all [other] seeds, but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden 

plants and becomes a tree, so that THE BIRDS OF THE AIR come and NEST IN ITS BRANCHES." 

➢ The man represents Adam, who in turn represents God 

➢ The field is the world, and the mustard seed is the Kingdom of God 

➢ The birds represent the devil and his attempts to build nests in the branches of Gods kingdom… 

 

Matthew 13:33 He spoke another parable to them, "The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in 

three pecks of flour until it was all leavened." 

➢ The woman represents Eve which in turn represents the church 

➢ The leaven represents deception 
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1 Timothy 2:14 And [it was] not Adam [who] was deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. 

Matthew 13:33 …until it was all leavened." 

➢ The prosperity message was the leaven 

➢ And it leavened the entire gospel until everything became all about money  

3 John 1:2 Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just as your soul prospers. Prosper: 

Euodoo: To have a successful journey… 
The Prosperity Preachers Conveniently Left Out the Second Part of Johns Famous Greeting in the Very Next Verse: 

3 John 1:3 For I was very glad when brethren came and testified to your truth, [that is,] how you are walking in truth. 4 I 

have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth. 

➢ John had no greater joy than his children walking in Truth, not in Wealth  

It Even Spread So Far as to Corrupt the Communion Message: 

➢ The communion message was brought down to a message of extending the hand 

➢ And what better to extend the hand with than money 

The Prosperity message like leaven, infiltrated everything until everything became all about the golden calf 

 

The Apostle Paul Had to Deal with This Way Back in the Beginning of the Church: 

1 Timothy 6:3 If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus  

Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, 4 he is conceited [and] understands nothing; but he has a morbid 

interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil 

suspicions, 5 and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is 

a means of gain. 

➢ There it is in black and white 

➢ Diminishing the great life changing message of the gospel, to being all about money and a means of fulfilling 

the lust of the flesh for more 

➢ And when anything becomes all about money more is never enough 

There is No Contentment in the Prosperity Gospel Because Enough is Never Enough: 

 

1 Timothy 6:3 If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words,… and with the doctrine 

conforming to godliness,  

1 Timothy 6:4; … he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, …  

Morbid: Noseo- A diseased appetite 

1 Timothy 6:4; … out of which arise envy, strife, … 

➢ I have seen friendships destroyed by the prosperity message 

➢ I have seen the love of God one for another replaced with competition and division  

1 Timothy 6:4; … abusive language, evil suspicions, 
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➢ Abusive Language… 

➢ This is what Jesus was talking about in Matt 13, those whom He put in charge of feeding and caring for His 

sheep end up beating them with Abusive language for not giving enough… 

 

➢ Evil Suspicions: i.e. – They are not prospering because there is sin in their life, they have no faith, they are 

not giving as much as I do… 

 

1 Timothy 6:5 and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, 

➢ This is the biggest downfall by far of all the negative things which arise from the Prosperity Gospel: 

➢ The children of God are deprived of the rich bounty of God’s word… 

➢ Spending more time taking up offerings than teaching the word of God… 

Paul warned us about those who preach another gospel, the prosperity gospel is one such false gospel 

Ministries coming into the church that get a percentage of the house 

Beating up the children of God conference after conference… 

 

The Wild Thing is that The True Gospel Does Release Incredible Blessings and Prosperity Into the Lives of God’s 

Children: 

1 Timothy 6:6 But godliness [actually] is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. 7 For we have brought 

nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. 8 If we have food and covering, with these we shall be 

content. 

➢ This is the Gospel: Godliness with contentment is great gain… 

 

1 Timothy 6:9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which 

plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have 

wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

➢ The untold numbers of saints I have personally seen who once pursued the things of God with an insatiable 

appetite now forsaking the One and Only True God for the god of wealth… 

➢  


