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WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY NOTES 

Grace and Peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of 

Jesus our Lord;... 2 Peter 1:2 

Baptism 
The Pattern of God for a Transformed Life 

Pastor Anthony Trezza 

The Practice of Water Baptism: is a rite of immersion in water, by which after one professes his faith in Christ, they make 

a public demonstration identifying with the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. 

➢ Water baptism in and of itself does not save you, and has nothing to do with receiving salvation  

➢ And everything to do with honoring God in an act of obedient worship... 

➢ When the Lord speaks about baptism, He is speaking about far more than just a ritual or tradition of 
baptizing men in water.  

➢ The baptism the Lord requires is a Translated and Transformed life 

➢ Therefore, we must understand that water baptism does not save you, being baptized into Christ saves you. 

Baptism is all about being Translated: 

Translated: methistemi – To remove from one place or condition to another. 

Colossians 1:13 KJV - Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated [us] into the kingdom of his 

dear Son: 

This Translation from Darkness to Light Produces a Transformation: 

2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 

into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 

2 Corinthians 13:5 Test yourselves [to see] if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about 

yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you--unless indeed you fail the test? 

➢ The witness of a saved soul is a Transformed Life 

➢ We must stop preaching a cheap gospel 

➢ The cost of our salvation was not cheap, it cost Jesus everything… 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

➢ True Baptism leads to True Transformation  

➢ Whereby we are becoming more and more like Jesus… 

➢ And this process of Transformation will continue until the ultimate act of Transformation 

1 Corinthians 15:51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 

changed.  (Transformed) 
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➢ This transformation process begins the moment we are baptized into Christ and is consummated at the 

rapture of His church 

This Transformation Produced by the Spirit of God is Not a Result of Water Baptism but of Being Baptized Into 

Jesus: 

Baptism: Baptisma- To be submerged into, to be immersed in. 

Galatians 3:27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, [he is] a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things 

have come. 

You are either in Christ, or outside of Christ 

True baptism translates you into Christ. 

If you are not in Christ, you are none of His… 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

➢ Water Baptism is simply an Act of Obedience and a Form of Worship 

➢ Water Baptism does not save you 

➢ It is an act of worship that - proceeds from your salvation 

 

➢ Water baptism is an outward expression of a changed heart. 

➢ It is a form of worship 

➢ True worship always includes a sacrifice of positioning ourselves physically in an act of glorifying God, like 

bowing, kneeling, lifting of our hands, or being water baptized. 

Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 

acceptable to God, [which is] your spiritual service of worship. 

➢ True baptism is and act of true worship because in it we are proclaiming our separation from the world and 

our clinging to God through Jesus Christ 

 

God Always Places a Greter Importance on the Spirit than on the Natural Things: 

➢ The thief on the cross was not water baptized, but he was spiritually baptized into Christ… 

John 4:24 "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 

We worship in Spirit and Truth: 

Spirit=Pure 

Truth=Pure 

Spirit- not mixed with flesh 

Truth- not mixed with lies 

John 4:24 "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 

➢ Spirit and Truth are pure, which simply means not being mixed with the world 

➢ This is true baptism : when we come out from the world and come into Christ. 
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2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, 

or what fellowship has light with darkness? ... 17 “Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,” says the 

Lord. “AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; And I will welcome you. 

➢ This is true baptism, not just being dunked in water , but being submerged into Christ and coming out 

separated from the world… 

➢ This has been Gods pattern of baptism from the very beginning. 

 

 

The Early Church Understood the Meaning of what Baptism was all about, it was a common word of the time,  

➢ Like most of the words the world now associates with Christianity, were common everyday words in the 

bible days: 

Anointing, Redeemed, Grace; these were all common words back in the day but now they are almost always 

associated with Christianity. 

 

➢ Today if a wife asked her husband (in the original language the Bible was written in) to take out the frozen 

chicken from the freezer, and place it in a tub of water to defrost it, she would be asking him to baptize it… 

➢ By the act of baptism, the frozen chicken goes out from one place and condition, into the water to come out 

into another condition… 

➢ By this process -  it is both translated and transformed… 

 

The Baptism God requires of Us is to be Translated and Transformed- and that is a work that only the Holy Spirit 

can do in our lives. 

Water can’t do that! 

John the Baptist Said, 

Matthew 3:11 "As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and…; 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

➢ We believe that Jesus died for our sins and rose from the dead on the third day 

➢ Water baptism is a public confession of this belief 

➢ It is us identifying with the death, the burial, and the resurrection of Jesus on the third day. 

And it is absolutely worthless if we have not first been spiritually baptized into His death, burial and 

resurrection by becoming Born Again. 

 

Lets Us Look At the Pattern of Baptism That God Lays Out Throughout His Word: 

➢ The Lord our God has instituted a pattern of Baptism that has existed from the very beginning of time  

➢ And in each and every case, and that without exception, the baptism is all about being Translated from one 

position and place to another. 

➢ And, it always speaks to having gone into the baptism one way and coming out another way 

➢ Not ever to return again to the previous place or condition one was in prior to the baptism. 

➢ This is true baptism. 
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Lets Start with the First Baptism As Recorded in the Word of God: 

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was formless and void, and darkness was 

over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters. 

➢ Many preachers believe that this is an illustration of a lost soul before salvation 

 

 

Genesis 1:8 God called the expanse heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, a second day. 9 Then God said, 

"Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear"; and it was so. 

Genesis 1:10 God called the dry land earth,…  

➢ On the third day the first baptism was accomplished where God drew the earth from the water. The Hebrew 

word for earth is Adamah, from which we get the name Adam. 

➢ Isn’t it interesting that Jesus was resurrected on the third Day 

 

2nd Baptism: 

Genesis 6:5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man [was] great in the earth, and [that] every imagination of the thoughts 

of his heart [was] only evil continually. 6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at 

his heart. 7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth;… 8 But Noah found grace 

in the eyes of the LORD. 

Genesis 6:13 Then God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me;… 17 "Behold, I, even I am bringing the flood 
of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life, from under heaven; everything that is on the earth 

shall perish. 

➢ The Lord started creation all over again by drawing the earth yet again from the water. 

1 Peter 3:20 …, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a 

few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through [the] water. 21 Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you--not 

the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience--through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

➢ Water does not save you water drowned all life on the earth… 

 

3rd Baptism: 

1 Corinthians 10:1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed 

through the sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 

Exodus 14:13 But Moses said to the people, "Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the LORD which He will 

accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them again forever. 

➢ This is the power of True Baptism 

4th Baptism: 

When Joshua led the children of Israel through the Jordan River to the promised land 

5th Baptism: This is the model of all true Baptisms that were to follow this 
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Matthew 3:14 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?" 15 But 

Jesus answering said to him, "Permit [it] at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he 

permitted Him. 

Matthew 3:16 After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and 

he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove [and] lighting on Him, 

➢ The dove that Noah released from the first Ark and which never returned to him, now returns to the true Ark of our 

salvation, Jesus. 

1 Timothy 6:7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. 

➢ When we are truly baptized, we take nothing from the world out with us into our new life in Christ. 

➢ Old things are passed away, behold all things are made new. 


